Pioneer Biographies: Black Heroes & Sheroes
This annotated listing of books about pioneers and heroes from minority ethnic groups, is based on the stock currently held at the Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Resource Centre in Manchester. Inevitably, this type of list is out-of-date almost as soon as it is produced. But it may help you to find resources that you didn’t know about. 
The listing is of books written for young people, and we provide a  key stage guideline. Most of the books are still in print, even though they may take some hunting. A few are not in print, but you might find old copies available in Development Education Centres, libraries, etc. A guide to sources is listed at the end of the document, with a particular focus on the North-West. This listing has been compiled by Jackie Ould.
A
Athlete
Archer, Eleanor

A book for very young readers showing how Ada, despite having asthma, can train for and win a gold medal.

KS1/2

Franklin Watts, 2000, ISBN 0749636696

Alvin Ailey 

 Pinkney, Andrea D. 

The story of African American Alvin Ailey (1931-1989), who founded his own modern dance company in 1958. 

KS2

Hyperion Books, 2002, ISBN 061825076X

Muhammad Ali The Greatest

 Hook, Jason

Documents the sporting career and political stance of Muhammad Ali, showing him to be a man who stood up for what he believed was right – whether that was fighting for race equality or protesting against war.

KS3

Hodder Wayland, 2000, ISBN 075022819
Muhammad Ali

 Schulman, Arlene

A detailed biography of boxing champion and African-American political hero Muhammad Ali. Includes his childhood, boxing career, involvement with the Nation of Islam and opposition to the war in Vietnam.
KS3

Lerner, 2001, ISBN 0822596938
The Story of Muhammad Ali

Garrett, Leslie

A sporting biography of Muhammad Ali for proficient readers that is very well-illustrated with photographs, and contains a glossary and extra information boxes. The book does not provide very much information on Ali’s family life, but does provide information on his involvement with the Nation of Islam and Vietnam protest.

KS2/3

Dorling Kindersley Readers, 2002, ISBN 0751345997

Muhammad Ali

 Holt, Julia

Published in the Livewires Real Lives series, this biography of Ali is written for reluctant readers. It provides an introduction to Ali’s life in easy accessible text.

KS2/3

Hodder & Stoughton, 1994, ISBN 034072065

Float Like a Butterfly

Shange, Ntozake

A picture-book biography of Muhammad Ali, with whole page illustrations and short succinct text. Emphasises what Ali believed in eg perseverance, excellence. Includes a synopsis of important dates.

KS2

Hyperion, 2002, ISBN 0786805544

Yasser Arafat

Downing, David

One of the Heinemann Leading Lives series. This is a personal and political biography of the life of Yasser Arafat, elected Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation in 1969 and leader of the Palestinian National Authority since 1994. It reflects on the impact of Arafat’s leadership on world history.

KS3

Heinemann, 2002, ISBN 0431138729

What I had was singing 

 Ferris, Jeri

Tells the life story of African- American opera singer Marian Anderson (1897-1993), who paved the way for other African-Americans in the world of classical music in the US.
KS3

Carolrhoda Books, 1994, ISBN 0876146345

John Archer, the Story of Britain’s First Black Mayor

Liverpool CC Race Equality Management Team
A story book and learning activities about John Archer who was elected Mayor of Battersea in November 1913. Born in Liverpool in 1863, Archer’s mother was Irish and his father from Barbados.

KS1/2

Liverpool Race Equality Management Team, 1995, ISBN  0952478919
If I Only Had a Horn 

 Orgill, Roxane 

Tells the story of the young Louis Armstrong and his desire to own a horn.
KS2
Houghton Muffin, 2002, ISBN 061825076X
Avicenna

 Shah-Kazemi, Reza 

Born in the year 980, in what is now Uzbekistan, Muslim scholar Avicenna was known later in life as the Prince of Physicians.
KS2/3
Hood Hood Books, 1997, ISBN 190025123X

B

The Travels of Ibn Battuta

 Azzam, Abd al-Rahman

In 1325 Ibn Battuta, a 21 year old scholar and religious judge, set off from his home in Tangier to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca. Over the next 30 years he travelled to more than 44 countries. This beautifully illustrated book relates his adventures.

 KS2/3

Hood Hood Books, 1995, ISBN 1900251027
What are you figuring now? A story about Benjamin Banneker

 Ferris, Jeri
Banneker was a free black man who lived at a time when most African Americans were slaves. He was an accomplished farmer, mathematician, astronomer and surveyor., who made his mark on the newly independent USA.
KS2/3 
Carolrhoda Books, 1990, ISBN 0876145217

Dear Benjamin Banneker 

 Pinkney, Andrea D. 

Benjamin Banneker was an accomplished astronomer and mathematician who corresponded with Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson and told him what he thought about Jefferson owning slaves. This book details their correspondence.

KS2

Voyager Books, 1998, ISBN 0152018921

Benjamin Banneker, Pioneering Scientist

Wadsworth, Ginger
A biography of Benjamin Banneker written in a straightforward accessible style, that places him in his historical context and celebrates him as the USA’s first black man of science.

KS1/2

Carolrhoda, 2003, ISBN 0876141041

Coming to England 

Benjamin, Floella 

Floella Benjamin describes her life in Trinidad and how she came to Britain as a child. She shows how she faced rejection and unhappiness, soon realising that the only way to survive was to be twice as good as anyone else.

KS2

Puffin Books, 1997, ISBN 0140380817

Mary Mcleod Bethune Voice of Black Hope
Meltzer, Milton

Biography of Mary Mcleod's fight to improve the quality of life for Black Americans in her role as an educator.

KS3

Puffin, 1998, ISBN 0140322191

The Essential Steve Biko 

Author/Editor Malan, Robin 

Biography of Steve Biko using excerpts from his letters and speeches, and the reaction of friends and political activists after his death. 

KS3

Parragon Books, 

Malorie Blackman 

Author/Editor Wilkins, Verna 

A biography of Malorie Blackman, the author of many popular children's books. Born in the UK, her parents were from Barbados. On becoming a writer she consciously set out to challenge the lack of Black characters in children's literature. 

KS2

Tamarind Books, 2000, ISBN 1870516494
All about….Malorie Blackman

McCarthy, Shaun

A biography of children’s author Malorie Blackman that works chronologically, but includes extra information about her writing career and a question & answer section on how she writes her books. Includes a factfile, timeline and glossary, illustrated with photos and images of her books.

KS2/3

Heinemann, 2003, ISBN 0431179824
Jim Brathwaite Entrepreneur 

 Wilkins, Verna 

This book profiles the life of entrepreneur Jim Brathwaite. He grew up in Toxteth, Liverpool, loved sport, studied science at University, had a successful career in marketing and set up his own business which earned millions. Written for 9+ age group. 
KS2
Tamarind Books, 2000, ISBN 1870516478
Through My Eyes

 Bridges, Ruby

Ruby Bridges was one of the first black children to be moved to attend a previously white school in New Orleans in 1960. Her companions on her first day were four white federal marshals, who were charged with ensuring her safety in getting into the school. She was six years old. This is Ruby’s story, told as an autobiography.

KS2/3

Scholastic, 1999, 0590546309

Aunt Clara Brown 

 Lowery, Linda 

In 1859, former slave Clara Brown headed for Colorado to start a new life. She worked hard and grew rich and used her wealth to help other freed slaves after the Civil War.
KS2

Carolrhoda Books, 2000, ISBN 1575054167
C
George Washington Carver
Carter, Andy & Carol Saller
Born a slave  near the end of the Civil War, George Washington Carver became a teacher and scientist at Alabama’s Tuskegee Institute in the 1900s. He gained fame for his pioneering agricultural work.

KS2/3

Carolrhoda Books, 2001, ISBN 1575054582
Fidel Castro Leader of Cuba’s Revolution

 Gibb, Tom

Tells the story of Castro’s life and politics. Includes many quotes from his letters and speeches.
KS3
Hodder Wayland, 2001, ISBN 0750228628

Yvonne Chaka Chaka, Princess of Africa

Schlesinger Minky

In Africa, Yvonne Chaka Chaka is a singing superstar, more popular than Madonna. This biography documents her early life in Soweto and her rise to fame.
KS3
Viva Books, 1993, ISBN 1874932026

Kalpana Chawla, a life

Padmanabhan, Anil

Kalpana Chawla became the first Indian woman  in space. Born in Karnal in 1961, she went to the USA after graduating from university in 1982 in India. She was determined to become an astronaut, and she succeeded. Kalpana was on her second space flight aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia when it exploded with all crew lost.

KS3

Puffin, 2003, ISBN 0143335863

President of the Underground Railroad, a story about Levi Coffin

Swain, Gwenyth

Levi Coffin was a free black in the American South in the days of slavery. His home became part of the Underground Railroad and Levi earned himself the name “President of the Underground Railroad”
KS3

Carolrhoda Books, 2001, ISBN 157505552X

Fly, Bessie, Fly

 Joseph, Lynn

The story of Bessie Coleman, who had to leave America and go to France in order to fulfil her dream of becoming a pilot. She became the first black woman to earn a pilot’s licence. This story is written in present tense, focussing on Bessie’s determination to make her dream come true.

KS1/2

Simon & Schuster, 1998, ISBN 0689813392

Nobody Owns the Sky 
Lindbergh, Reeve

In 1921 Bessie Coleman became the world's first licensed black aviator and a daredevil stunt pilot. This book about Bessie is written as an extended rhyming poem.
KS1/2

Walker Books, 1997, ISBN 0744554128

Two Tickets to Freedom, the true story of Ellen and William Craft

 Freedman, Florence

The account of Ellen and William Craft’s escape from slavery was originally published in England in 1861. This book uses the original account supplemented with contemporary newspaper cuttings and articles.

KS3
 P.Bedrick, 1997, ISBN 0872262219

D

A Picture Book of Frederick Douglass 

Adler, David

Picture book detailing the life of Frederick Douglass, from his early life as a slave to his escape, his later work on his own anti-slavery newspaper to his political life. 
KS1/2

Holiday House, 1995, ISBN 0823412059
Frederick Douglass Portrait of a Freedom Fighter 

 Keenan, Sheila 
Biography of Frederick Douglass, 1818 - 1895, abolitionist. Born a slave, the biography shows his personal struggles to gain an education, escape slavery and fight for the freedom of African Americans. 

KS1/2

Scholastic, 1995, ISBN 0590483560
Frederick Douglass The Last Days of Slavery 

 Miller, William 

Famous writer and activist Frederick Douglass was born enslaved. This book reconstructs Frederick Douglass' formative years as a plantation slave for young readers.  

KS2/3

Lee & Low, 1996, ISBN 1880000423
Voice of Freedom, A story about Frederick Douglass

 Weidt, Maryann

Frederick Douglass was a brilliant and powerful speaker, who travelled widely to spread his antislavery message. He played a vital role in the struggle for freedom. This is a detailed biography for able readers.
KS2/3
Carolrhoda Books, 2001, ISBN 1575055538
E

Gloria Estefan 

Benson, Michael 

Tells of the life of the singer Gloria Estefan from her early days in Cuba, her family's flight to the US, and her involvement in other areas of American political life.
KS3
Lerner US, 2001, ISBN 08225969
The Kidnapped Prince, The Life of Olaudah Equiano
 Cameron, Ann

Ann Cameron has adapted Olaudah Equiano’s autobiography for a modern audience, retelling the story in modern language, but still in the first person. This is the only accessible biography of Equiano, a leading anti-slavery campaigner in England.

KS2/3

Knopf Paperback, 1995, ISBN 0375803467

F
A Picture Book of Anne Frank 

Adler, David

Picture book showing the life of Anne Frank who hid in an apartment in Amsterdam from 1942-1944 before being sent to a concentration camp, where she died 2 months before liberation. 

KS1/2

Holiday House, 1994,  ISBN 0823410781
Anne Frank's Story 

Lee, Carol A. 

This is a biography of Anne Frank to help put her diary into context. The book follows Anne Frank from her birth in Germany, her childhood in  Amsterdam, the two years of hiding from the Nazis and her imprisonment and death in the camps. It is written for more able readers.
KS3

Puffin, 2001, ISBN 0141309261

Anne Frank, Voice of Hope

Senker, Cath

Tells the story of Ann Frank including the context of Nazism, with many photographs, a glossary and date chart.

KS2/3

Hodder Wayland, 2000, ISBN 0750230479
G
Mahatma Gandhi, The Father of Modern India

Adams, Simon

One of the Twentieth Century History Makers series, this is a detailed account of the life and work of Gandhi, written for older readers. It contains detailed historical context, maps, photographs, a glossary and timeline.

KS3

Franklin Watts, 2002, ISBN 074964647

Gandhi - Peaceful Warrior 

 Bains, Rae

This is a detailed account for young readers of the life of Mohandas Gandhi, showing his early years and education, his peaceful protests against the caste system, unfair taxation and British rule and his murder in 1948.
KS2/3

Troll Communications, 1996, ISBN 0816717680

Gandhi, The Peaceful Revolutionary

 Claybourne, Anna
Another detailed biography of Gandhi’s life and work, written in a straightforward style. Contains some historical context, many photographs a glossary and date chart.

KS2/3

Hodder Wayland, 2002, ISBN 0750240040

Mohandas Gandhi

Downing, David
Contains a detailed biography of Gandhi with maps and photos, a detailed timeline and guide to other sources

KS3

Heinemann, 2002, ISBN 0431138680

Mahatma Gandhi 

Fischel, Emma 

This biography of Gandhi is written for Junior children, illustrated with line drawings. As Gandhi is growing up in India he becomes aware of the ill-treatment of some people. His time spent as a lawyer in South Africa develops his understanding of racism . On his return to India he is determined to fight for his country's freedom from the British Empire using non-violent strategies.
 KS2
Franklin Watts, 2002, ISBN 0749643544

Mahatma Gandhi

 Hatt, Christine

In the Judge for Yourself series, this book includes a brief biography of Gandhi and then asks students to assess his actions through examining source materials.

KS3/4

Evans, 2002, ISBN 0237523086

 The Salt of Freedom, The Story of Mahatma Gandhi

Hepplewhite, Peter
This is an historical storybook – presenting historical events in an easy story form. The story is told by Chandras, who retells the story of the salt march – the demonstration against a tax on salt that Gandhi led in 1930.

KS1/2

Hodder Wayland, 2002, ISBN 0750237708

Gandhi on Non-Violence 

 Merton, Thomas 

Mohandas Gandhi's principles and their Eastern and Western sources and contains excerpts from his own teachings. 

KS3

Random House, 1996, ISBN 1570622434

Mohandas Gandhi 1869-1948

 Moorcroft, Christine and Magnus Magnusson

A detailed biography of Gandhi written for a young audience, in a straightforward narrative style. Organised chronologically, well-illustrated and containing a time-line.

KS2

Channel Four Learning, 1998, ISBN 1862153531
Gandhi

Rollason, Jane

One of the Penguin Readers series, this biography of Gandhi is in 600 words and written in a very accessible style. It still manages to convey the political complexity of Gandhi’s time, and is a good starting point for junior or less able readers. Activities are provided.

KS2

Penguin-Pearson, 2004, ISBN 0582829830

The Life of the Great Soul Mahatma Gandhi
 Wilson, Mike

A ‘livewire’ real lives book, with simple language geared towards less able readers. Tells the story of Gandhi, emphasising his faith in peaceful methods of protest.

KS2/3 

Hodder & Stoughton, 1996, ISBN 0340875992

Indira Gandhi

Ganeri, Anita

One of the Heinemann Leading Lives series.  The book provides both a personal and political biograpahy of India’s first woman Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. It reflects on her upbringing in a prominent political family, her achievements and legacy. Historical background is provided with primary written and picture sources.

KS3

Heinemann, 2003, ISBN 0431138818
Indira Gandhi 

 Marshall, Kathryn

This book outlines the life and achievements of Indira Gandhi who became the first woman prime minister of India in 1966 and was re-elected in 1980. It includes details of India's political history including mention of the Caste system, Mahatma Gandhi, the Amritsar massacre and Indian independence.

KS3

Exley Publications, 1997, ISBN 1850154775
Marcus Garvey, A biography

 Huntley, Eric L.

Marcus Garvey is one of the most significant Caribbean historical figures, who founded the Universal Negro Improvement Association with the aim of “uniting all the Negro people of the world into one great body to establish a country and a government absolutely of their own”.  This biography was written for use in primary and lower secondary age groups, providing a detailed account of Garvey’s life and work.

KS2/3

Bogle-L’Ouverture Press, 1993, ISBN 0904521958
Out of India 

Gavin, Jamila 

Noted children's author Jamila Gavin here provides an account of her own Anglo-Indian childhood experiences in India and England. It is a personal recollection and an account of the transition to Indian independence. This book goes very well alongside Floella Benjamin's 'Coming to England'. 
KS2/3
Hodder Children’s Books, 2002, ISBN 0340854626

The Morant Bay Rebellion: The story of George William Gordon and Paul Bogle

Dixon, Mary

The Morant Bay Rebellion was a major uprising in Jamaica in 1865, brutally suppressed by the British Governor Edward Eyre. G.W.Gordon and Paul Bogle are the Jamaican heroes in this retelling of the Morant bay story.

KS2/3

Handprint, 1990, ISBN 0947869166

The Dalai Lama, Peacemaker from Tibet

Gibb, Chris
Tenzin Gyatso was declared to be the fourteenth Dalai Lama – the highest ranking monk in Tibetan Buddhism – when he was just four years old. When Tibet was occupied by China in 1950, the Dalai Lama attempted to find a peaceful means to independence, but by 1959 he had to flee into exile in India. There he has continued to lead the campaign for Tibetan independence and has become a figure of international importance. This detailed biography is written in a clear accessible style, with historical context, a glossary and date chart.

KS2/3
Hodder Wayland, 2003, ISBN  0750240164
H, I ,J,
Matthew Henson
 Weidt, Maryann

Matthew Henson was an African American member of the first group of explorers to reach the North Pole, whose achievement was ignored for many years. This is a detailed biography focussing mainly on the trip to the Arctic.
KS3

Lerner Publications Co, 2003, ISBN 0822515652
Zora Hurston and the Chinaberry Tree 

Miller, William 

This is a lyrical account of the childhood of the renowned African American writer Zora Neale Huston, born in 1891, who collected and later recounted the oral traditions of African Americans. 

KS2

Lee & Low, 1996, ISBN 1880000334

The Life and Times of Cheddi Jagan

 Huntley Eric L.

Cheddi Jagan is one of the outstanding sons of the West Indies. His grandparents migrated from India to Guyana in 1901. Jagan and his wife Janet were founder members of the Political Affairs Committee a precursor to the People’s Progressive Party in Guyana.

KS3

Bogle L’Ouverture Press, 1994, ISBN 0904521990

The Quaid, Jinnah and the Story of Pakistan

Ahmed, Akbar
Tells the story of Mohammed Ali Jinnah, one of the founders of Pakistan, and of the creation of Pakistan, in a cartoon format.

KS3

Oxford University Press, 1998, ISBN 0195777387

Magic Johnson 

Nazel, Joe 

An detailed biography of basketball superstar Magic Johnson, and his first year playing for the Los Angeles Lakers. 

KS3

Holloway House, ISBN 0870678442

K
A Picture book of Martin Luther King 
Adler, David

Picture book of the life of Martin Luther King Jr. Includes reference to Rosa Parks, bus boycotts, the 1963 march on Washington and his murder by James Earl Ray. 

KS1/2

Holiday House, 1991, ISBN 0823408477
Martin Luther King
 Bray, Rosemary l.

Provides a portrait of King illustrated with folk-art paintings and an accessible fact-filled text.
KS2/3
Harper Trophy, 1997, ISBN 0688152198

Free at Last

 Bull, Angela

A detailed biography of King, with photos, context notes and glossary. In the Dorling Kindersley Readers series.
 KS2/3
Dorling Kindersley, 2000, ISBN 0789457172

Martin Luther King Jr., Civil Rights Hero

 Claybourne, Anna
A detailed biography of King, illustrated with many photographs and containing a glossary and timeline.

KS3

Hodder Wayland, 2001, ISBN 0750234490

I Have a Dream  
Davidson, Margaret
A longer and more detailed biography of Martin Luther King (1929-1968) including photographs.

KS3

Scholastic, 1991, ISBN 0590442309
Martin Luther King

Degnan-Veness, Coleen

One of the Penguin Readers series, this biography of King is in 1200 words of simplified text. It puts King into historical context. Activities are provided.

KS2/3

Penguin Pearson, 2003, ISBN 0582779561

Martin Luther King

 Hatt, Christine

In the Judge for Yourself series, this book includes a brief biography of King and then asks students to assess his actions through examining source materials.

KS3/4

Evans, 2002, ISBN 0237523094

Young Martin Luther King 

 Mattern, Joanne

Picture book showing the life of Martin Luther King from his birth in Atlanta Georgia, his ordination, the bus boycotts in Montgomery, protests and speeches, to his gaining the Nobel peace prize and his murder in 1968. 

KS1/2

Troll Communications, 1998, ISBN 0816725454

Martin Luther King 

 Morgan, Nina 

In the Wayland ‘Life Stories’ series, this book contains an accessible text, focussed on King’s political life, with photographs and artwork. 
KS2

Wayland, 1993, ISBN 0750204826
Martin Luther King Jr.Day

Nelson, Robin

With a photograph on every page and a simple sentence, this book explains the meaning of Martin Luther King Day for young children. There is a timeline and a ‘facts’ page as well. A very useful introduction to King for Key Stage 1.

KS1

Lerner first steps, 2003, ISBN 0822513196

Martin’s Big Words

 Rappaport, Doreen
Another beautiful book about King, this time focussing on the philosophy of non-violence in large printed words as the King story is related.

KS1/2

Jump at the Sun – Hyperion, 2001, ISBN 0786807148

My Dream of Martin Luther King  

Ringold, Faith

Faith Ringold retells the life and work of King., with her own artistic interpretation.
KS3
Dragonfly Books, 1998, ISBN 0517885778

The Story of Martin Luther King

Riordan, James
Biography of Martin Luther King Jnr., with historical context provided. Little detail provided of early life, with the focus being on King’s political work. Includes a timeline. 
 KS2
Belitha Press, 2001, ISBN 1841383414

Martin Luther King Jr and the March on Washington

 Ruffin, Frances E

More than 250,000 people marched on Washington DC on August 28th 1963, and heard Martin Luther King’s dream speech. This book tells the story of the day and is written in the present tense as an eyewitness account.
 KS2
Grosset & Dunlap, 2000, ISBN 0448424215

I have a Dream, The Story of Martin Luther King 

Tonge, Neil 

Book for young readers told through the eyes of a fictional character Ben, shows the life and achievements of Martin Luther King, including the influence of Rosa Parks, his speech at Memphis, Tennessee and his assassination. 
KS2
MacDonald Young Books, 2000, ISBN 0750029054
Martin Luther King 

 Wilkins, Verna

Published in the Famous People, Famous Lives series. Written for young readers, the book details the life and achievement of King, including his early life, campaigns, speeches and Nobel peace prize. Illustrated with line drawings.
KS1/2

Franklin Watts, 2002, ISBN 074964353
Tandie's Blues 

Schlesinger, Minky & M.Isaacson

Tells the story of the life of Tandie Klaasen, born in 1931, who is a jazz singer from South Africa.

KS3

Viva Books, 1995, ISBN 1874932220

L
James La Guma 




         
 Adhikari, Mohamed

They Fought for Freedom is a series of biographies of South Africans who struggled against apartheid. James La Guma (1894-1961) was a labour organiser and a founder member of the National Liberation League of South Africa and the Non-European United Front. 

KS3

Longman South Africa, 1996, ISBN 0636028321
Vision of Beauty 

 Lasky, Kathryn

Tells the story of Sarah Breedlove Walker, who created the first hair and beauty products for African-American women. A rags to riches story which shows the struggle of the post-slavery period as well as dealing with issues of black pride and beauty.
KS2

Walker Books, 2001, ISBN 074482199

Story Painter The Life of Jacob Lawrence

 Duggleby, John

Jacob Lawrence is a renowned painter of the Afro-American experience. This biography tells his story, and is illustrated with his own paintings.

KS3

Chronicle Books, 1998, ISBN 0811820823
The Life of Stephen Lawrence

Wilkins, Verna

A sensitive, well-written profile of Stephen Lawrence, brutally murdered in April, 1993.
KS2

Tamarind Books, 2001, ISBN 1870516583

When Jo Louis Won the Title
 Rochelle, Belinda 

A Grandfather explains to his granddaughter why he named her father after the boxer Joe Louis.

KS2

Houghton Muffin, 1996, ISBN 0395816572

M
Nelson  Mandela Father of Freedom

 Adi, Hakim

A detailed biography of South African freedom fighter and President, Nelson Mandela, written for able readers and illustrated with photographs. Contains a glossary and timeline.

KS3

Hodder Wayland, 2000, ISBN 0750228180

Mandela for Young Beginners

Adler, Sue

The life of Nelson Mandela as narrated by a family of black South Africans who answer the questions of a young white girl. Includes a glossary, a name index and a map of Southern Africa.

KS2/3

Writers & Readers, 1997, ISBN  086316174X

Mandela for Young Beginners

 Adler, Sue

Probably the best biography of Mandela for young people. The ‘Young Beginners’ in the title may be misleading – the reading level remains quite demanding, but the historical context is presented with real clarity. The book is illustrated with drawings and contains a glossary.

KS2/3

Writers & readers, 1993, ISBN 096316174
Nelson Mandela

Connolly, Sean

A detailed biography of Nelson Mandela, documenting his childhood as well as his political life. Examines changing perceptions of Mandela and uses a variety of primary sources.
 KS3
Heinemann, 2001, ISBN 0431086362

Nelson Mandela

 Degnan-Veness, Coleen

One of the Penguin Readers series, this biography of Mandela is in 600 words and written in a very accessible style. It still manages to convey the political complexity of Mandela’s time, and is a good starting point for junior or less able readers. Activities are provided.

KS2/3

Penguin-Pearson, 2001, ISBN 0582461650
Nelson Mandela

Killeen, Richard

Detailed biography of Nelson Mandela, with a glossary and date chart, illustrated with photos and drawings. Wayland Life stories series.

KS2/3

Wayland, 1995, ISBN 0750216166

Nelson Mandela, From Political Prisoner to President

Kramer, Ann
One of the Twentieth Century History Makers series, this is a detailed account of the life and work of Nelson Mandela. Written for older readers, it contains a lot of historical context, photographs, a timeline and glossary.

KS3

Franklin Watts, 2003, ISBN 0749646454
The Essential Nelson Mandela 
 Malan, Robin

Details the life of Nelson Mandela using autobiographical accounts, speeches and anecdotes. Shows his life from student to lawyer and politician, to prisoner, statesman and president.

KS3

Parragon Books, 

The Story of Nelson Mandela

Riordan, James

Biography of Nelson Mandela’s political years beginning with an account of the Sharpeville Massacre. Includes a timeline and historical context sections. 
 KS2
Belitha Press, 2001, ISBN 1841383430

Nelson Mandela 

Woodhouse, Jayne

In the Heinemann Lives & Times series, this book tells the story of the life of Nelson Mandela in large easy print for young readers, with many illustrations and photographs. The book encourages young readers to investigate primary source materials.
KS1/2

Heinemann, 2001, ISBN 0431134480
The Essential Robben Island 

Deacon, Harriet 

Provides a history of Robben Island, South Africa's infamous prison. Contains biographies of the most famous political prisoners, including: Autshumato, early Muslim leaders, David Stuurman, Makhanda, Maqoma, Langalibalele, Robert Sobukwe, Neville Alexander, James Gregory and Nelson Mandela. 

KS3

David Philip South Africa, 1997, ISBN 0864863470
Iqbal Masih and the Crusaders Against Child Slavery 

Kuklin, Susan 

An account of the life and work of Iqbal Masih, a 12 year old from Pakistan who fought against the injustice of child labour, bringing his cause to Europe and the US, and who was killed in 1996.

 KS3

Henry Holt & Co, 1998, ISBN 0805054596

The Real McCoy 

 Towle, Wendy

Picture book detailing the life of African American Elijah McCoy (1844-1929) who designed an automatic oil cup and later set up a company to manufacture lubricators. 
 KS2/3
Scholastic, 1995, ISBN 0590481029
N

Nanny of the Maroons

 Phillpotts, Karl

Nanny was the first National Heroine of Jamaica. Born in Africa and brought to Jamaica as a slave, Nanny soon ran away and became a leader of the Maroons in their struggles against the British Empire and slave trade.

KS2/3

Handprint, 1990, ISBN 0947869108

Two Lives Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole

Huntley, Eric L.

The achievement of these two Victorian heroines are brought to life by contrasting their backgrounds and contributions to society.

KS2/3

Bogle-L’Ouverture Press, 1993, ISBN 0904521915

O

A Picture Book of Jesse Owens 

 Adler, David 

A picture book telling the life of the African American athlete Jesse Owens, his success at the 1936 Olympic games, prejudice experienced in the US and death from lung cancer in 1980. (Geared towards young readers, this book does not document the degrading and discriminatory treatment meted out to Owens by the American Athletic Union and US Olympic Committee). 

KS1/2

Holiday House, 1993, ISBN 0823410668
P
A Picture Book of Rosa Parks

Adler, David

Tells the story of Rosa Park and the bus protest in the modern Civil Rights Movement, in accessible text for younger readers.
KS1

Holiday House, 1995, ISBN 082341177

Rosa Parks 

 Brandt, Keith

Picture book showing how Rosa Parks contributed to the civil rights struggles in the US and helped to end the segregation. Also details her early life and own experience of racism from the Ku Klux Klan. 

KS2

Troll Communications, 1998, ISBN 0816745587

The Bus Ride 

 Miller, William 

Inspired by the story of Rosa Parks, this is fictional account of what happened when a young African American girl called Sara decided to move to the front of a bus. It encourages children to think about how they can fight for justice. 

KS2

Lee & Low, 2002, ISBN 1584300264

I am Rosa Parks
Parks, Rosa with Jim Haskins
The best book on Rosa Parks for young readers as this has been written with Parks’ collaboration.  She tells her autobiography in an easy to read style: in simple language, large well-spaced type and illustrations on every page, designed for Infant and lower Junior children.

KS1/2

Puffin, 1997, ISBN 0141307102

Rosa Parks My Story

Parks, Rosa with Jim Haskins

A very detailed autobiography for able readers, with the first chapter focussed on the bus protest and Parks’ memories of her grandparents, but then the story is told chronologically. A good book for placing the bus boycott story within Rosa Parks’ much longer history of activism.
KS2/3

Puffin, 1999, ISBN 0141301201
Rosa Parks, From the back of the bus to the front of a movement

Wilson, Camilla

Rosa Parks made history when she refused to give up her seat on a segregated bus. But her struggle against racism in the US was started much earlier. This detailed biography examines the early years as well as Rosa Parks’ more famous moments.

KS3

Scholastic Paperbacks, 2001, ISBN 0439163307

Freedom River 

Rappaport, Doreen 

John Parker was born a slave but somehow earned enough money to buy his own freedom. He then helped other slaves to escape to freedom. This book tells the true story of how he ventured into Kentucky to help an African American family escape. 

KS2
Hyperion Books, 2000, ISBN 0786803509

Pocahontas 

Hudson, Margaret

A life of Pocahontas written for very young readers.

 KS1

Heinemann, 2002, ISBN 01403400318
R

Razia Warrior Queen of India

Asif, Salman

Set in the 13th century, this tells the story of the battles of Razia, Queen of Delhi. KS2/3
Hood Hood Books, 1997, ISBN 1900251264
Satyajit Ray, Creating Classics

Majumdar, Gopa

A detailed biography of Indian film-maker Satyajit Ray, who has won numerous awards for his work, including an Oscar for Lifetime Achievement. This book has a demanding reading level.

KS3

Rupa & Co Charitavali Series, 2003, ISBN 8171679587
Raja Rammohun Roy, the Renaissance Man

Sharma, H.D
A detailed biography of the nineteenth century Bengali social reformer Rammohun Roy. Beautifully illustrated throughout but the reading level is demanding. 

KS3

Rupa & Co, Charitavali series, 2002, ISBN 8171679994

Paul Robeson

 Stuart, Marie

Paul Robeson was outspoken in his criticisms of racism in the USA, and travelled the world with his message while becoming famous for his powerful singing voice. This is one of a series of brief biographies titled Black Leaders in the Freedom Struggle, written for an adult basic education audience but usable with young people.

KS3

Avanti Books, 1998, ISBN 1873115075
Wilma Unlimited
 Krull, Kathleen

The story of Olympic runner Wilma Rudolph for junior children, lavishly illustrated by David Diaz.

KS2

Voyager Books, 2000, ISBN 0152020985
Wilma Rudolph 

 Sherrow, Victoria 

In the 1960s Wilma Rudolph won gold medals in track events at the Olympic games, but as a child she suffered polio and wore a leg brace. This book for young readers tells her inspiring story. 
KS1/2

Carolrhoda Books, 2000, ISBN 1575054426

S

Mary Seacole 

Castor, Harriet 

A biography with line drawings, about Jamaican Mary Seacole, who raised money herself to travel to the Crimea to tend wounded soldiers after she was rejected by English authorities. 

KS1/2

Franklin Watts, 2001, ISBN 0749643137
Mary Seacole A story from the Crimean War
Godwin, Sam
This is an historical storybook – presenting historical events in an easy story form. The story is told by a boy called Omar. It is set in the Crimea, and describes Mary Seacole’s work and the reasons the British soldiers knew her as ‘Mother’. 

KS1/2

Hodder Wayland, 2001, ISBN 0750237686

Two Lives Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole

 Huntley, Eric L.

The achievement of these two Victorian heroines are brought to life by contrasting their backgrounds and contributions to society.

KS2/3

Bogle-L’Ouverture Press, 1993, ISBN 0904521915

Mary Seacole 
 Malam, John 

Tells the story of Mary Seacole's life in simple terms and language, with very good illustrations and photographs. Published in the Tell Me About series
KS1

Evans Brothers, 1999, ISBN 0237519747
Mary Seacole 1805-1881

 Moorcroft, Christine and Magnus Magnusson

A detailed biography aimed at a younger audience, written in a straightforward narrative style. Well-illustrated  and contains a timeline.

KS2

Channel Four Learning, 1998, ISBN 1862153493

The Wonderful Adventures of Mrs Seacole in Many Lands

Seacole,Mary

Mary Seacole became the most revered and respected black women in the British Empire for her work in the Crimea. This is a reprint of her autobiography, published in the Black Classics series.

KS3

The X Press, 1999, ISBN 1974509859

The Life and World of Mary Seacole

 Williams, Brian

A detailed biography of Mary Seacole, in the Heinemann Life & World series. It documents her early life in Jamaica, her travel to Panama and London, and her work in the Crimea. The book tends to underplay the racism that was a factor in Mary Seacole’s rejection by the nursing service in the Crimean War. Well-illustrated throughout.

KS3

Heinemann, 2003, ISBN 0431147841

Mary Seacole

Worthington, Jenny

This is a very large, attractively illustrated poster of Mary Seacole, with short paragraphs of text. It is accompanied by a set of teaching notes, including a 2-page biography and activities that link to 5 questions about Mary Seacole, and are aimed at Key Stage 1&2.

KS1/2

Pictorial Charts Educational Trust (cat H62), 2002
Gerard Sekoto - My Life and Work 

 Sekoto, Gerard 

Gerard Sekoto was one of the first Black modern artists in South Africa. In this book he tells the story of his life from herding cattle in Botshabelo in the Transvaal to living in self-exile in Paris. The book is illustrated with Sekoto's paintings.
 KS3
T
Sister on the Street 

Godwin, Sam

The story of Mother Teresa presented in story form, through the eyes of a young girl.

 KS2
Macdonald Young Books, 2000, ISBN 0750029056

Stories Told by Mother Teresa 

Joly, Edward L. 

Contains stories told by Mother Teresa (1910-1997)) in her work in Calcutta at the Congregation of the Missionaries of Charity. 

KS2

Element, 2000, ISBN 184207010X

Mother Teresa Saint of the Slums 

 Morgan, Nina

Tells the story of Mother Teresa: how she founded a new order of nuns, gave food and medicine to the poor in India and set up homes for the poor around the world.

KS2

Raintree Steck-Vaughn, 1998, ISBN 0817278486
Samantha Tross Surgeon 

Wilkins, Verna

Samantha Tross is an orthopaedic surgeon. This profile tells the story of her life and successful career from her childhood in Guyana, the journey to England and her studies and work. 

KS2

Tamarind Books, 2000, ISBN 1870516486

A Picture Book of Sojourner Truth    

Adler, David

A picture book, narrating the story of Sojourner Truth. Born a slave in 1797, she gained her freedom in 1826 and later became one of the first African-American women in the United States to win a lawsuit against a white man. She travelled across the US preaching on religion and against slavery and advocated rights for women. During the civil war in the US she cared for slaves who had run north to freedom and later became a counsellor to the freed slaves. 

KS1/2

Holiday House, 1996, ISBN 0823412628

Walking the Road to Freedom. A story about Sojourner Truth

Ferris, Jeri

Sojourner Truth selected her own name in 1843, after a series of slave names taken from her masters. She spent her adult life preaching against slavery making a famous speech at the Akron Women’s Rights Convention in 1851. 

KS2/3

Carolrhoda Books, 1988, ISBN 0876145055

Sojourner Truth 

Malam, John

Sojourner Truth (c1797-1883) was born a slave in America. She was thirty when she won her freedom. After that she dedicated the rest of her life to speaking out against slavery, racism and inequality.

KS1/2

Evans Brothers, 1999, ISBN 0237519720 
Only Passing Through

Author/Editor Rockwell, Anne

A biography of Sojourner Truth, beautifully illustrated by R.G.Christie.

KS2/3

Alfred A Knopf, 2000, ISBN 0679891862
Harriet Tubman, The Road to Freedom
 Bains, Rae
A biography about Harriet Tubman that focuses mainly on her early life as a slave, with some information about her involvement in the Underground RailRoad.

KS2

Troll Associates, 1982,  ISBN 0893757616
Young Harriet Tubman  
Benjamin, Anne
Picture book detailing the life and work of Harriet Tubman who was born a slave, escaped and helped other slaves to do so and took an active role for the Northern army in the civil war. She later spoke out for women's rights and started schools for black children.

KS1

Troll Communications, 1997, ISBN 081672539X
Who was Harriet Tubman? 

McDonough, Yona Zeldis

This is a detailed biography, written in a simple, accessible narrative. The biography is illustrated with line drawings, with occasional pages of historical context information. It is a very good introduction to Harriet Tubman for infant and junior children.

KS1/2

Grosset & Dunlap, 2002, ISBN 044842889

Harriet Tubman Freedom Fighter

 Coventry Minority Group Support Service

A set of OHPs and a book about Harriet Tubman and her involvement in the Underground Railroad to free American slaves.

KS1/2

No longer in print

Go Free or Die, A story about Harriet Tubman

 Ferris, Jeri
A detailed biography of Harriet Tubman, for more able readers.

KS2/3

Carolrhoda Books, 1988, ISBN 0876145047

Escape North! The Story of Harriet Tubman

 Kulling, Monica

The story of Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad, told in accessible style, with coloured illustrations.

KS2

Random House, 2001, ISBN 0375801545
Harriet Tubman 
Rowley, John
In the Heinemann Lives and Times Series, this biography is aimed at young readers. Harriet Tubman's life story is told in large easy print, with lots of illustrations. The second half of the book encourages children to think about how they can find out more, and how primary sources provide historical knowledge.

KS1/2

Heinemann, 2002, ISBN 1403400296
UVW
Alice Walker, Freedom Writer

 Lazo, Caroline

Detailed biography of Alice Walker tracing her childhood, the development of her writing career and her involvement in Civil Rights, feminism and humanitarian causes.
KS3/4
Lerner Publications, 2000, ISBN 0822549603

More than Anything Else 
Bradby, Marie

Booker T Washington was an influential African American educator in the early 20th century. This book tells of the desire of the young Booker T. Washington to learn to read.

KS2

Orchard Books, ISBN 0531094642

Revolutionary Poet, A story about Phillis Wheatley

Weidt, Maryann

Taken from her African family at the age of seven, Phyllis Wheatley arrived in Boston in 1761. Quickly learning to read and write, this slave girl became an internationally recognised poet. 

KS3
Turtleback Books, 1997, ISBN 0688100570

Oprah Winfrey

Holland, Gini

Detailed biography of African American broadcaster and actress Oprah Winfrey. Includes analysis of how she has been perceived over time, key dates, and a glossary.
KS3

Heinemann, 2002, ISBN 0431086486

Tiger Woods, a biography for kids

Hughes, Libby

Tiger Woods rocketed to fame in 1997 after his spectacular victory at the Masters Golf Tournament. 

KS3

Genesis, 2000, ISBN 1585710032

Richard Wright and the Library Card 

Miller, William
Tells the story of Richard Wright in the segregated South of the 1920s, and his determination to be allowed to borrow books. 

KS2

Lee & Low, 2000, ISBN 1880000881

Malcolm X A Fire Burning Brightly

Myers, Walter Dean

Though Malcolm faced hard times when growing up and even went to jail, he became a powerful leader in the American Civil Rights struggle when he became a member of the Nation of Islam. This biography is illustrated with paintings by Leonard Jenkins.

KS3

Harper Collins, 2000, ISBN 0060277076
Benjamin Zephaniah

Wilkins, Verna 

This book portrays the life of poet Benjamin Zephaniah. Brought up in Birmingham, Zephaniah has struggled against the odds to become Britain’s unofficial black poet Laureate.

KS2

Tamarind Books, 1998, ISBN 1870516486

We Are Britain!

 Zephaniah, Benjamin

Strictly speaking not a book about black pioneers, but a lovely example of how children’s life-stories can be used to demonstrate diversity.

KS1/2

Frances Lincoln, 2002, ISBN 0711217645

Compilations, organised alphabetically by author surname.
African Roots in Britain

 Alleyne Mekada J.

Contains brief biographies, with activities, focussed on heroes of the African Diaspora: Equiano, Mary Seacole, Ira Aldridge, Phyllis Wheatley, Samuel Coleridge Taylor, Mary Prince, and Ignatius Sancho.

KS2

Kemet-Nubia Educational Materials, 1989, ISBN 0951537806

Roti, kapra or makaan 

 APNA Arts

A pack of teaching activities and ideas to go with the book Roti, kapra or makaan: a set of biographies drawing on the memories of six South Asian senior citizens in Nottingham. Together with an outline of Indian migration to Britain, their stories describe how a community took shape. The teaching activities are laid out for Key stage 1 & 2, and include activities for Literacy hour, Citizenship/PSHE, history and art. There is a special focus on collecting oral histories, with useful support materials. 
KS1/2

Apna Arts

Roti,kapra or makaan 

 APNA Arts
This set of biographies draws on the memories of six South Asian senior citizens in Nottingham. Together with an outline of Indian migration to Britain, their stories describe how a community took shape.
 KS2/3 
Apna Arts, 2000, ISBN 0953279405

20 Great Indians 

Bhola, P L 

These are accounts of the lives and works of 20 great Indians, including Indira Gandhi, Guru Gobind Singh, Gautama Buddha, Mahatma Gandhi, Swami Vivekanand, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Guru Nanak and Ashoka the Great. 
 KS2/3
Prashant Paperbacks, India, 1992

Indian Presence in Liverpool

 Burman, Ashok

Contains short biographies, with photographs, of Indian migrants to Liverpool  through the 20th century.

KS1/2/3

National Museums and Galleries of Merseyside, 2002, ISBN 1902700171

Millennium People: the soul of success 

Burnett, Derek 

Acknowledges and celebrates the 'achievers' of the African-Caribbean communities in the UK. It contains profiles and photographs of people who have made a success of their careers and made a mark on British society.

 KS2/3

Hibiscus Books, 2003, ISBN 095353832X

Women of Substance, Profiles of Asian Women in the UK 
Chowdhry, Pushpinder

Profiles of pioneering Asian women in the UK who have challenged stereotypes to achieve success in their chosen occupations.

KS3

Hansib Publications, ISBN 187051856

A story to tell 

Development Education in Dorset

This book contains 33 stories of people who live in Dorset but have roots in other parts of the world. They tell of their experiences at home, of coming to England and finding a place in this country.

KS3

No longer in print

Civil Rights Leaders 

Dubovny, Sina

Contains profiles of African-American inspirational leaders, charting the struggle for civil rights from slavery through to the 1960s. Includes: Frederick Douglass, Ida B.Wells, Mary Church Terrell, William Monroe Trotter, A. Philip Randolph, Thurgood Marshall, Rosa Parks, Fannie Lou Hamer and Martin Luther King. 

KS3

Facts on File, 1997, ISBN 0816033633

Remembering Our Leaders 
 Dutta, Swapna 

Profiles of great men and women of India. Includes accounts of Ram Mohun Roy, Keshab Chandra Sen, Surendranath Banerjea, V. O. Chidambaram Pillai, Srinivasa Ramanujan, Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Jayaprakash Narayan.
KS2/3
Asian Presence in Europe

Gifford, Zerbanoo

Provides mini-biographies of 30 Asians who have had an impact on different arenas of British life starting more than 250 years ago.  A recommended resource for this area, for which there are few available.

KS2/3

Mantra, 1995, ISBN 1852691859

One More River to Cross 

Haskins, James 

Outlines the achievements of 12 Black Americans. Includes accounts of Dr Charles Drew, Eddie Robinson, Madam C J Walker, Ronald McNair and Malcolm X. Achievements range from the field of medicine to sports, politics to business and space travel.
KS3

Scholastic, 1994, ISBN 0590428977
Black Eagles, African Americans in Aviation

Haskins, Jim

An account of African American involvement in air travel and the US space program that describes the prejudice and discrimination that many had to struggle against to pursue their dream. This book is organized chronologically to tell the story of African Americans in aviation and the individual histories are therefore within their context.

KS3

Scholastic,1995, ISBN 0590459139

The Barefoot Book of Heroines 

 Hazell, Rebecca

Includes accounts of the lives and achievements of Lady Murasaki Shikibu, Sacajawea, Harriet Tubman, Madam Sun Yat-Sen, Frida Kahlo Y Rivera. 

KS2

Barefoot Books, 1996, ISBN 1898000875

The Barefoot Book of Heroes 

Hazell, Rebecca 

Includes accounts of the lives and achievements of Prince Taishi Shotoku, Mansa Kankan Musa, Sequoyah, Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King. 

KS2
Barefoot Books, 1997, ISBN 1898000387

Black Scientists and Inventors Books 1 &2

Henry, Ava and Michael Williams

Books 1 & 2 contain A4 biographies of  black scientists and inventors – mostly American in Book 1, but more varied and modern in Book 2. Each biography comes with a workpage, and there is a glossary.

KS2/3

BIS Publications, 2002 & 2003, ISBN 190329009/ 1903289025

Remember Me

Hoyles, Asher & Martin

A collection of short biographies of ‘Mixed Race’ people who have achieved in a variety of fields. Includes British achievers.

KS2/3

Hansib Publications, ISBN 1870518624
Five Bold Freedom Fighters

Hudson, Wade

A book of biographies for pupils aged 7-9 in the Great Black Heroes series. Documents the achievements of Richard Allen, the founder of one of the first Black churches in the US, in 1794; Harriet Tubman, the ‘Moses of her People’; Mary Church Terrell, the first president of the National Organization for Colored Women, in 1890; Civil Rights leader Fannie Lou Hamer; and Civil Rights campaigner Medgar Evers. Provides historical context to each biography.

KS2

Scholastic, 2001, ISBN  059048026

Five Brave Explorers

 Hudson, Wade

More biographies in the Scholastic Great Black Heroes series. Documents the achievements of Esteban Dorantes, one of the first black people to explore America in the 16th century; Jean DuSable, who founded the settlement that became Chicago; frontiersman James Pierce Beckworth; North Pole explorer Matthew A Henson; and the first black women in space, Mae C.Jemison.

KS2

Scholastic,  1995, ISBN 059048032

Book of Black Heroes vol.2, Great Women in the Struggle

Igus, Toyomi

An early ‘reclaiming history’ publication from the producers of Afro-bets books. Contains single page biographies of the achievements of nearly 100 African American women in many fields of endeavour.

KS2/3

Just Us Books Inc., no date, ISBN 0940975262

Our Lives 

 ILEA 

Young people write about their own experiences. They come from England, Ireland, Morocco, Hong Kong, Jamaica, India, Uganda and write about family, separation, school and work.

KS3

No longer in print

Telling it like it is, Young Asian Women talk

Kassam, Nadya

An important collection of writing by young Asian women about many aspects of their lives. This collection defies and denies stereotypes.  

KS3
Women’s Press, 1997, ISBN 0704349418

Pride of Black British Women
King, Deborah

Contains biographies of well-known and not-so famous black women of achievement in Britain today.

KS2/3

Hansib Publications, ISBN 1870518349

Six Important Figures in Caribbean History   

Leicestershire Centre for Multicultural Education 

Teaching resource that gives accounts of the lives of 6 Caribbean heroes: Marcus Garvey, Hilda Gibbs-Bynoe, Grantley Adams, Audrey Jeffers and Mary Seacole and Cuffy. The resource includes glossaries and questionnaires. 

KS2/3

No longer in print
Against the Wind 

Lewis, Lesley 

Tells the stories of 5 South Africans: Simon Mkhize who ran the Comrades Marathon, ignoring its racial bans, Magema M. Fuze who was the first Black South African to publish a book in Zulu, Sibusisiwe Violet Makhanya who was the first South African Black woman to become a qualified social worker, K. E. Masinga who became the first South African Black radio announcer and Nhlumba Bertha Mkhize who was one of the first people to champion women's rights in South Africa.

KS3

New Readers Project, 1995, ISBN 1874897603

Great Personalities of India 

 Moodbidri, Deepak R. 

Describes a range of Indian leaders both religious, cultural and political.

KS3

Dolphin Publications, no date, ISBN 8185523436

Famous Campaigners for Change

Morgan, Nina

Provides short biographies of ten men & women ‘campaigners for change’ including Frederick Douglass, Florence Nightingale, Mohandas Gandhi, Maria Montessori, Mother Teresa, Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, The Dalai Lama, Chico Mendes and Aung San Suu Kyi.

KS2/3

Wayland, 1993, ISBN 0750217073

Lives of Destiny 

 Murthi, R. K.

A collection of inspirational tales of heroes and heroines from across the world with characters as diverse as Raja Jai Singh, Baiju, William Tell, Sony and Anne Frank.

KS3

Vikas Publishing House, New Delhi,  no date, ISBN 812590249X

Great African Americans in Civil Rights

 Rediger, Pat

One of a series published in the US outlining great African Americans in various fields of endeavour. This book contains biographies, with timelines, etc, on Ralph Abernathy, Marian Wright Edelman, Coretta Scott King, Martin Luther King, Thurgood Marshall, Rosa Parks and Malcolm X.

KS2/3

Crabtree Publishing Co, 1996, ISBN 0865058121

Witnesses to Freedom 

Rochelle, Belinda

Many young people risked their lives in the Civil Rights Movement in the USA. This book provides summaries of key events in the times with personal profiles of some of those young people who took part. 

KS3
Lodestar Books Dutton, 1993, ISBN 0525673776

The Pan-Africanists 

 Watson, Barrington

This book celebrates the lives of seventeen Black leaders who have made outstanding contributions to the liberation, unity and solidarity of Africa and African peoples throughout the world. Inspired by the Pan-Africanist portfolio, a series of paintings by Jamaican artist Barrington Watson, the book provides succinct biographies of Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, W.E.B.DuBois, Marcus Garvey, George Padmore, CLR James, Kwame Nkrumah, Julius Nyerere, Jomo Kenyatta, Haile Selassie, Paul Robeson, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr., Muhammad Ali, Patrice Lumumba, Malcolm X and Nelson Mandela. Not all of these belonged formally to a Pan-Africanist organization, but their lives are taken by the artist to manifest the core values of Pan-Africanism.

 KS3

Africa World, 2000, ISBN 0865438102

WHERE CAN I BUY?

North-West 

Bolton Multicultural Resources Centre

01204-366868

Ring for their catalogue.

Development Education Project, 

801 Wilmslow Rd, Didsbury, Manchester M20 2 QR, 

0161-445 2495

Gatehouse Books, 

Hulme Adult Education Centre, Stretford Rd, Manchester M15 5FQ

Manchester Commission for Racial Equality

5th Floor, Maybrook House, 40 Blackfriars St., Manchester M3 2EG

0161 835 5500

Multicultural Book Services, 

Unit 3, Carlisle Business Centre, 60 Carlisle Rd,  Bradford BD8 8BD

01274-544158

National

The Festival Shop Ltd

56 Poplar Rd, Kings Heath, Birmingham B14 7AG

0121 444 0444

Hansib Publications,

PO Box 34621, London, E17 4GL

020 8523 0888

Hibiscus Books,

122-126 High Rd, London NW6 4HY

020 7692 0643

Letterbox Library,

 71-73 Allen Rd, London N16 8RY

020 7503 4801

New Beacon Books,

76 Stroud Green Rd, London N4 3EN

020 7272 4889
