Department of Children, Schools and Families
 Equality Objectives and Priorities
Two national listening events, February 2010
Moorfoot, Sheffield S1 4PQ, 4 February 2010, 9.30–4.00
Sanctuary Buildings, Westminster SW1P 3BT, 23 February 2010, 9.30–4.00 
BACKGROUND AND AIMS 
_________________________________________________________________

Background

The Equality Act 2010 will bring together the existing equality duties relating to disability, ethnicity and gender into a single general duty. This new overarching duty will also include reference to age (though in education only in relation to employer functions); faith, religion and belief; gender identity; and sexual identity. In addition to the general duty there will also be specific duties. 
One of the specific duties is likely to be that every public body should publish equality objectives in the light of relevant evidence, and taking into account priority areas set by the relevant government department. It is expected the duties will take effect from April 2011, and that they will be accompanied by a statutory code of practice. 

In December 2010 the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families will publish a single equality scheme reflecting the requirements of the new legislation. It is hoped that, amongst other things, this will provide support and useful information for the education and children’s sector as a whole. 
Aims
These two listening events in February 2010 will be an opportunity for delegates to:

· familiarise themselves with how the DCSF, local authorities and third sector organisations are already engaging with the new legislative framework that is evolving
· contribute recommendations and ideas to the Department regarding its 2010 single equality scheme; the equality priority areas it will designate for April 2011 onwards; and the content of the proposed statutory code of practice for the education and children’s sector 

· consider the practical implications for themselves of the new framework in relation to self-evaluation, development, improvement and reporting.  
Format

The format of each event will be broadly similar to the one used at DCSF equalities events in 2008 and 2009 – a mix of short talks and structured discussions designed to give everyone a chance to contribute. As in previous years, all participants will receive a substantial pack of papers.

If you would like to take part

Places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis, though bearing in mind the need to ensure a balance between local authorities, third sector organisations, higher education and consultancy, and DCSF officials.  If you would like to take part, please fill in and return the delegate information form to mailbox.edu@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk as soon as possible, and in any case by Monday 25 January in the case of Sheffield and Monday 15 February in the case of London. 
__________________________________________________________
