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A request for help – the sequel

-------------------------------------
Last month the newsletter featured a plaintive request from Natalie in Havering which led to a number of kind responses from EMA Online newsletter readers.

Can you give me any guidance? I am a volunteer working with adults who are illiterate even in their mother tongues, and who know absolutely no English. I do not even know the exact mother tongue of some of my students, and even if I knew, the college where I am a volunteer only allows English in the ESOL classes. I have been unable to find any guidance as to how to get started with these students. I do have ideas as to what is important, but I have no idea if my ideas are sound or nonsense. The tutor I am working with has no resources relevant for students with such a poor command of English. All the resources I have found start with unhelpful advice on the lines of - Discuss with your students what their needs are… -. This is impossible with my students. Any help will be gratefully received.

We have passed these responses on to Natalie, but felt that other readers too might be interested in the replies we received.

Suggestion 1 from Ewa Murawska
I work as a Bilingual Support Worker and also as a teacher of English as a foreign language. I am based in Exeter and I found your request very interesting.

 

The very first lessons of English can be quite daunting for any student. However I have a few suggestions.

1. As they know no English, you may as well teach them the language as if you were teaching children. So, lots of actions, fun games but do not force them to speak instantly! Let them first get acquainted with different sounds, experiment, etc. You are going to be the one who does the speaking first, their job would be to listen.

2. Next use Total Physical Response TPR method, which is usually used when teaching children. The idea is not necessarily to speak but to show you understand something by showing or pointing. It's great when you teach the alphabet or words for action. It also helps build up confidence. Anyway, there is quite a lot about this method in the Internet.

3.Try to introduce simple communication. Again, here the Callan Method would be useful. It is base on asking and answering questions as well as repetitions. Quite good for beginners.

 

Suggestion 2 from Gordon Ward of Racing to English

I write with regard to Natalie's request regarding ESOL (see below) I suggest she looks at http://rwp.excellencegateway.org.uk/readwriteplus/LearningMaterialsESOL and also my own website www.racingtoenglish.co.uk . Racing to English is a CD-ROM with over 250 interactive language activities together with worksheets for people/students of all ages.

Suggestion 3 from Jill Tooley

This is one option which has worked for me. It's non-threatening so students relax and usually end up having fun and enjoying the games.

 

I'd start in simple easy stages gradually building on what is known. Concentrate on oral work initially giving everyone a chance to have a go at each stage. I know it sounds pretty basic but it's important to build oral confidence as early as possible.

1. You can start simply by holding up a pencil and saying pencil. Get them to repeat it, pass it round and say it to each other.

2. Introduce colours, blue pencil, red pencil etc

3. Statements: This is a blue pencil, this is a red pencil etc

4. Questions: Is this a blue pencil?

5. Response: Yes, it is. No, it isn't.

6. Introduce pen and repeat as before.

7. Introduce table.

8. Place the pencil on the table. The pencil is on the table. Is the pencil on the table? Repeat with pen. Develop using under, behind etc.

9. Introduce numbers: one pencil, one red pencil, there is one red pencil on the table.

10. Introduce plurals: two pencils, there are two pencils on the table, there are two red pencils on the table, are there two pencils on the table? etc

11. Introduce more objects.

12. Introduce more question words e.g Where is the pen? How many red pencils are there? Who has the blue pen? Who has the red pencil? 

Once each stage is secure you could start to introduce the written word. Split into groups to play matching games, pairs, bingo etc 

If the publishing of these suggestions moves others to add to the list, we shall be very pleased to publish them. If you would like to add a suggestion, however limited to the pool of ideas that Natalie and others might try in order to get started, please send them to ema@bgfl.org or send them via the feedback button on the web site. We also had a response from colleagues in the local authority who also offered to help.

Communications from Primary Colours

-----------------------------------------------

Primary Colours www.primarycolours.net a publishing and learning company specialising in cultural diversity have sent in several contributions drawing attention to the range of commercial resources they now offer.

Online web diversity project: Going and Coming helps children learn about their heritage
 
“The best thing about the project is that it has given the children a real purpose to their work and a real purpose to produce quality writing and quality research. It is all done within the idea that they can find out more about themselves, which is really important.” - Darren Foulkes
 
A recent survey has discovered that the Going and Coming education project launched by Primary Colours in September 2009 to Primary Schools is meeting its aims set out by the Heritage Lottery Fund.
 
The research, carried out by Hayton Associates, to the Teachers and Pupils using the website in its pilot phase, demonstrated that the three main aims of the project have been met, and in the early stages of the project is it is apparent that pupil’s have been given inspiration to discover more about their heritage and cultural background.
 
Since the website was launched there have been approximately 22,000 page views from nearly 2,000 unique visitors. These have included visitors from 33 different countries, including Pakistan, Iran, India and Brazil. School pupils have interviewed their relatives and friends, and their stories have been recorded onto the Going and Coming website, along with audio interviews and pictures by the pupils, thus encouraging oral, visual and written methods or recording their stories.  Individual pupils have been able to find out information that has been very new to them, and allowed them access to stories from people of very diverse cultural backgrounds, that may not have told of their stories before.
 
“It has given our children the opportunity to find out about the life journeys of their family that they might never have known about.” - Lucy Curzon
 
Cultural awareness has been increased on the part of the participants. 73% of pupils identified an increase in knowledge of the background of the pupils and families in their schools, with the average grade of cultural awareness of pupils rising from 6.3 to 8.5, and in teachers from 8.3 to 9.3. Teachers have identified that using the Going and Coming resources has enhanced delivery of cultural diversity in the curriculum. Over half the teachers surveyed said that the project had contributed to wider ranges of curricular and none curricular areas of learning, such as ICT, Literacy, English, Geography and PSHE.   
 
“It has been particularly useful when teaching skills in ICT and literacy as the children have had a purpose for putting those skills into practise.” - Teacher Questionnaire result
 

 At least two thirds of the teachers interviewed said that all areas of the Every Child Matters were identified from the project; with all teachers stating Going and Coming has made a ‘positive impact’ on personal learning of pupils. The project has also had a positive impact on the delivery of Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning. Of the five SEAL outcomes, four were identified by all teachers as being supported by the project, with the fifth identified as benefiting.
Two thirds of teachers were able to identify and impact on Community Cohesion, largely through pupils finding more about the community in which they live. 
 
Pupils surveyed all identified that they had learned new things through the project, with 60% answering at the highest level that they had learned new things. The impact beyond the pilot stage of Gong and Coming shows that teachers are keen to run the project again in future years, with pupils already sharing their stories with other year groups, and encouraging other classes to carry out similar projects. 
For further information contact Stefanie Carter – Marketing Officer Primary Colours 

T: 01484 421620 marketing@primarycolours.net The full report can be read at http://www.primarycolours.net/pc_files/pilot%20initial%20findings%20download.doc 

New Asian Achiever Teaching Pack

 
John Barnes and footballer ace Didier Drogba are to feature in a new teaching pack that celebrates the lives of Black and Asian achievers. The pack, Did You Know? 3, by West Yorkshire diversity in education publishers Primary Colours, features 10 illustrated biographies of inspirational Black and Asian footballers that also include Paul Ince, Hope Powell and Fabrice Muamba. Aimed at upper primary pupils, the book is narrated by ten year old Naz who travels through time, meeting the famous footballers. 
 

Primary Colours Did You Know and Did You Know? 2 teaching packs were so well received that they have decided to create Did You Know? 3 to celebrate the achievements of Black and Minority Ethnic footballers, to coincide with the World Cup in South Africa. Like DYK2 this pack features ten footballers both male and female.
 

The book has been written by Jo Myerscough a practising EMA Teacher and the lesson plans by Shazia Azhar, Deputy Head at Spring Grove Primary School, Huddersfield. The pack addresses many areas of the Curriculum, especially Literacy, Geography, and PHSE and Citizenship. The pack comes complete with suggested teaching activities, extensive web links and thought-provoking questions to stimulate classroom debate. Ten posters of the footballers are also part of the pack, ideal for display in the classroom and around the school.
 

Shazia Azhar says “With the Did You Know? books we have tried to give children inspirational ethnic minority role models and heroes for the 21st Century, teaching them how to appreciate the range of national, religious and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom in a fun and interesting way.”
 

Each pack contains 16 copies of the children’s book (including teachers’ notes), 1 poster pack (10 A4 colour posters) and a CD ROM containing pdf versions of the book, posters, and web links. Copies can be ordered online at www.primarycolours.net or by calling 01484 421620. 
Reflections on St George’s day and teaching multiculturalism 

Stephanie Carter from Primary Colours tackles some dragons. The Irish celebrate St Patrick’s Day, the Scots Burn’s Night and the Welsh St David’s Day. Why do the English feel awkward about celebrating St George’s Day? The problem it seems is not so much with St George’s Day itself but with what it means to be English and to celebrate the fact. Sadly elements of the far right seem to have hijacked not just the British flag but to some extent the English flag and St George’s Day along with it.

Many people feel uncomfortable about marking the day because it might associate them with far right political parties; with jingoism, nationalism and all that unpleasant wasn’t-the-British-Empire-Great, stuff. We want to feel proud of being English (and British) but we’re not sure how to do it without seeming to put other counties and communities down.   We really need to find a way to celebrate Englishness to which we can all subscribe. 

St George’s day is a great opportunity to rehabilitate our idea of Englishness. After all he is the ultimate multicultural Saint (I know the word multicultural is now deemed ‘unfashionable’ but bear with me). For a start he wasn’t even English. He was Roman soldier whose father was Turkish and whose mother was Palestinian – yes he has a closer link to the Gaza strip than to England and he’s their patron saint too! He was executed for refusing to kill Christians. He is also the patron saint of many other places, Ethiopia for one. There are almost as many St George’s churches in Ethiopia as there are in England. He is also the patron saint of the Georgia, (formerly part of the USSR) and Russia as well as Greece and Lithuania to name a few. 

So if St George isn’t the quintessential English Saint, what is ‘essential’ Englishness. Cream teas, cricket and Morris dancing are what might spring to mind but this does seem to hark back to the past. More people go to carnivals than participate in Morris Dancing. The Notting Hill Carnival is the biggest annual celebration in Western Europe, and it’s origins are in the Caribbean. Whether we like it or not, England is (and always has been) a country made of up of many cultures.

The PSHCE National Curriculum requires children to be taught, at Key Stage 2, as part of preparing to take and active role as citizens; “to appreciate the range of national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom”. Many children do not appreciate that the United Kingdom is a State made up of countries and that England is one of those countries. St George’s Day is a great starting point for teaching them about their identity as English Citizens. They could look not just as St George and his life but they could research other countries (and cities) of which he is patron Saint. 

They could also examine the myth of George and the Dragon. Did he really slay a dragon. What does the dragon symbolise? What are their own dragons, how can they ‘slay’ them. We English need to learn to be proud of our heritage, to accept that there was good and bad in our country’s past. To accept and embrace the good but not deny the bad; loose the bathwater but keep the baby. Perhaps learning to love our country warts an all is the dragon we need to slay.

Stephanie may be contacted by email at marketing@primarycolours.net
Resources for World Book Day from StoryPhones

-----------------------------------------------------------

To help celebrate World Book Day, StoryPhones has created some new audio stories. They have chosen two international folk stories from Holland and Denmark created and told by Adam Bushnell, the well known story teller from County Durham. You can also download their version of the Three Little Pigs for younger children to listen to.

These new audio stories are in MP3 format and will play on any MP3 player, including StoryPhones of course, or your computer. They will be available until Friday 19th March 2010 to help celebrate World Book Day.

Go to www.storyphones.co.uk/resources/world-book-day.html to download the Free Audio Stories.

Resources from The Treasure Box

----------------------------------------
We are grateful to Mike Mottershaw from The3 Treasure Box for three new resources added to the EMA Online web site this month. Although The Treasure Box is a company selling educational materials, Mike has always been kind enough to donate some worthwhile materials for general use at the same time a seeking to publicise his commercial materials. We are content!

On the home page of EMA Online you will find links to the following activities;

Mendhi ~ Islamic hand decoration info. guide and craft activity 

Go to http://www.emaonline.org.uk/index.cfm?p=resources,show_res&rid=528&item=eal 

Fanoos ~ Ramadan Islamic lanterns info. guide and craft activities

Go to http://www.emaonline.org.uk/index.cfm?p=resources,show_res&rid=527&item=eal 

Urdu – English jigsaw puzzle

Go to http://www.emaonline.org.uk/index.cfm?p=resources,show_res&rid=526&item=eal 

Consultation on school funding

-------------------------------------

The DCSF has started a consultation on the future distribution of school funding. Specifically it is proposed that the Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant be incorporated into the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG). The amount of money will not be changed but it is suggested that the new proposals will give schools and local authorities more flexibility concerning how it is used.
Consultation responses can be:

· completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations;

· emailed to: dsg.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk;

· via a response form, downloaded and sent to:

Ian McVicar
Funding and Technology Unit

3rd Floor
Department for Children, Schools and Families
Sanctuary Buildings 
Great Smith Street
London, SW1P 3BT
We would welcome hearing your views on the appropriateness of these proposals. The risk with consolidation of specific grants is that it may mean less is spent on the area in question but it can allow more on other occasions when a priority is evident.

Continued support for EMA Online

------------------------------------------

Notwithstanding the budget difficulties facing all local authorities we are pleased to tell you that Birmingham City Council, the authority that pioneered EMA Online has been able to commit to maintaining the site for the year 2010 – 2011. The EMA Online community is very grateful.

Like many other web sites, EMA Online is using Google Analytics to discover something about the way that the site is used. When anyone browses to www.emaonline.org.uk the site automatically sends a message to Google which reports the approximate location of the user and the date the visit was recorded. The system tells us that typically between 50 and 100 people access the site each day. Not surprisingly the majority of contacts come from the large cities of the UK with London, Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds topping the lists. What is surprising is just how wide nationally the users come from with contact being made to the site from all four UK countries and from many towns spread throughout urban and rural areas. EMA Online also has a worldwide audience with contact being made from countries far and wide including the USA, Canada, Hong Kong and the United Arab Emirates.
In the last month the total number of recorded contacts was approximately 1200. This newsletter is also sent by email to some 1300 email addresses.
Next EMA Online newsletter

---------------------------------

Please send contributions for the May 2010 newsletter to ema@bgfl.org or use the feedback option on the website.

Doug Masterton
EMA Online web site manager  

