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Consultation on school funding
-------------------------------------

We mentioned last month the DCSF consultation on school funding which has proposed the incorporation of the Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant into the Dedicated Schools Grant. Nicola Davis of the National Association for Language Development in the Curriculum (NALDIC) has kindly made available to readers a detailed response from her organisation on this significant proposal.

No to Mainstreaming EMA! Keep the ring fence!
---------------------------------------------------------
NALDIC has recently published a summary of its draft response to the DCSF consultation on the future of school funding which is reproduced below 

Executive Summary of draft response to DCSF Consultation on the future distribution of school funding on behalf of NALDIC, the subject association for EAL

The overwhelming funding focus on deprivation and its links to achievement, and in particular the plans for mainstreaming and extending the remit of the Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant is unhelpful. Whilst there are commonalities in the educational experiences of all pupils we are concerned that this focus will lead to the neglect of other issues impacting on the school experience of bilingual and minoritized students and a neglect of other, equally valid and important, educational needs and entitlements

Mainstreaming EMA funding and removing ring fencing would leave spending decisions vulnerable to local and national political and societal pressures. There is significant hostility to school and education spending related to migrant and/or minoritized groups and equality issues more generally. The removal of ring fencing would therefore leave provision for these groups exceptionally vulnerable and is likely to result in a negative impact on equality and to significantly disadvantage ethnic minority and bilingual learners. 

As the consultation notes, the EMA grant has been ‘an important grant in helping to narrow achievement gaps for Black and Minority Ethnic groups and in supporting the needs of pupils for whom English is an Additional Language’.  We believe that to secure and extend this success it is essential that funding streams related this work are retained as specific and ring fenced grants and not, as proposed, mainstreamed within the DSG. 

It is essential that the nature of globalisation is recognised in any revised funding regime. Funding regimes and provision need to be flexible enough to respond to the needs and rights of short term sojourners as well as long term bilingual residents.  There is consistent evidence from across the country that local authority central services are an essential component in providing for such needs but the existence of such services is threatened by the proposals.

It is also widely acknowledged across the education sector that current EMA funding is inadequate to meet the needs of all learners and has not kept pace with the numbers of bilingual and ethnic minority learners over many years.  It is clear that many schools are not yet fully able to cope with the initially high costs of providing well for pupils who arrive during the school year at early stages of learning English as an additional language. However the current proposals make no reference to these often unmet needs.

PricewaterhouseCoopers’ research indicates that continued and increased ring fenced funding to support EAL needs which combine locally devolved funding along with centrally held accessible local budgets and resources has the support of schools.  Given this support, it is unclear why the consultation proposes mainstreaming the existing grant. 

Identifying groups who are disadvantaged by ethnicity and socio-economic status as a proxy indicator for Cognition and Learning needs is an unhelpful and deficit model. This association between underperforming groups and cognition and learning difficulties will do nothing to address low expectations of some groups of pupils such as Gypsy, Roma, Travellers, Black pupils nor economically disadvantaged pupils. 

Funding to address the educational disadvantage faced by Black and ethnic minority pupils and by pupils suffering from socio-economic disadvantage should be recognised by a discrete and substantially increased Equalities grant.

We welcome the fact that funding to support the entitlement of bilingual learners to develop their English language competence is recognised as distinct from funding related to underachievement. However we believe that EAL funding is best allocated through a ring-fenced and discrete grant with a commitment to long-term sustainability based on an entitlement to support and on indicators of English language fluency. 

Research disseminated nationally has consistently identified that the stage of English language fluency has a clear and direct bearing on pupil achievement. Given the increasing globalisation in our schools, and the changing nature of migration from long term settlement to both long and short term residency we would urge the DCSF to look afresh at the issue of a national measure of English language fluency.

A number of curriculum documents are now referring to the importance of children and young people having access to opportunities to use their first languages to enhance their learning and well-being in schools but this is not reflected in the funding proposals. 

We are disturbed that the formula does not include an additional educational need related to mobility. Disproportionate levels of mobility are noted within certain groups of ethnic minority learners including Gypsy, Roma and Irish Travellers as well as bilingual learners, particularly those who are recent migrants or who are from refugee or asylum seeking families. Failure to recognise mobility as a causal factor in achievement and a cost to schools will be disadvantageous to these learners and to those schools for whom mobility is a significant issue. 

In the longer term what is required to fairly fund schools is a nationally coherent and systematic approach to EAL learners’ needs. The Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant should be retained and increased as a discrete grant for an interim period whilst a more appropriate mechanism is developed. In the interim, local authorities should, as now, be able to retain a percentage of the grant.
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A background briefing paper is available (see below). NALDIC's full draft response can be found at http://www.naldic.org.uk/docs/resources/DraftNALDICResponsetoFundingconsultation.pdf.pdf
The consultation can be found at http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1709&external=no&menu=1 
We urge EMA online readers to support continued EMA funding by responding to the consultation before June 7th

NALDIC has also provided a detailed briefing paper on the proposals. This paper includes tables which cannot be included in the simple text format of this newsletter. The paper has been added to the EMA Online web site and may be found at http://www.emaonline.org.uk/index.cfm?p=resources,show_res&rid=532&item=pd 
Polish conference
--------------------
An upcoming event, sponsored by ESRC and Multiverse is particularly aimed at EAL/EMA staff working with young people of Polish heritage. The entry of Poland and other countries from Eastern Europe in the EU in 2004 brought a substantial, and largely unexpected, expansion of migration to Britain. Many Polish migrants came with – or were joined by – their children, who have enrolled in British schools. Their arrival has presented opportunities but also challenges to schools and local authorities.

Rosemary Sales, Louise Ryan, Magda Lopez Rodriguez, Alessio D’Angelo of Middlesex University recently completed a research study exploring the transition to schooling of these new pupils from the perspective of schools and families. It raised a number of policy issues, in particular the importance of spreading good practice and the need to develop and disseminate appropriate teaching materials as well as information for teachers and parents.

They are now undertaking a nine month project, funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), to disseminate the results of this study to a wider audience. This includes a workshop day for EAL/EMA staff on 20th May. 

For full details and a programme, go to http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/Minisites/polishpupils/
Request for help
-------------------

Shabana, an EMA Online subscriber has emailed asking for assistance.

I have taken on the role for delivering the 'New Arrivals Programme' at my school Cross Flatts Park Primary school in Leeds.


There are several books listed in the programme which I have not been able to find anywhere. Unfortunately, the suggested books do not have any ISBN numbers, author/publisher details. I have attempted to locate these titles on Amazon, Google, the Leeds Library catalogue and various other places to no avail.


I would be very grateful if you could provide me any information about the following titles: Shoes from Grandpa, Green Bananas, Nine Balloons and How the Birds Got Their Colours. 

If you are able to help please send an email to ema@bgfl.org or use the feedback section on the web site. We will send your information to Shabana.
More help for Natalie

--------------------------

Readers may remember the request from Natalie in Havering working with adults who were illiterate, even in their mother tongues and the responses we published in last month’s newsletter. A further suggestion has been sent in by Susan Tripp.

Maybe the activities I use for my multilingual beginners’ groups age 7 to 11 in primary schools would help?  Since I have already described them in detail for the teachers in my school I am supplying that guidance as a Word document. (Down load the document at http://www.emaonline.org.uk/ema/index.cfm?p=resources,show_res&rid=533&item=eal ) The advantage of these activities is that they teach absolute beginners whom you cannot speak to in their own language how to ask for things and respond to questions politely at the same time as they learn objects’ names; they include games like bingo, which help relaxation, and varying degrees of problem-solving to maintain interest; and can include freer conversation for any pupils who are a little further on.

I use a selection of everyday school objects pictures and words from the old Borough of Sandwell “everyday objects “ pack and made word bingo boards corresponding to those pictures. For non-literate pupils this kind of bingo provides a ‘look and say’ introduction to reading English and can also be used to introduce English phonics. Straight picture bingo can also be useful as long as pupils have to ask properly for the cards they want for their board. Sadly I don’t think the Sandwell packs are still available and I do not have them in electronic format but other everyday objects are available online. Contact me if you are stuck.

I don’t know the size of Natalie’s teaching groups but I find that my activities work best with groups of 10 or less – they all need to be able to sit around one long table to see the cards the teacher shows and ask and receive them from her. I suppose with larger mixed ability groups you might be able to set up the activities on different tables (after modelling) led by stronger learners but I cannot envisage how it would work with more than 10 if everyone was a complete beginner. Hope this helps.

We are very grateful to Susan Tripp for her suggestions. Making available and sharing suggestions of this kind is exactly the reason why EMA Online was established and it is encouraging to see the idea working in the way that readers have responded so readily to helping Natalie.
AFRUCA course advertisement

------------------------------------

Working with Faith to Safeguard African Children

Training Course

 London, 11th May 2010

AFRUCA – Africans Unite Against Child Abuse is the premier charity promoting the 
welfare of African children in the UK. 


 

 

Date: Tuesday 11th May 2010
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00pm
Venue: Central London
Available Delegate Spaces: 25
Course Fee: £80.00
 

 

Target Group: All staff working with children and families.

 

Duration: One Day 

 

This specialist course will enable front-line practitioners develop their working knowledge of the role that faith and religious beliefs can play in parenting and child rearing within different African communities, and the implications for child safeguarding, effective intervention as well as assessment. 
This training course is designed to enable those working closely with African families to develop a stronger working knowledge of clients from African background and the key role that religion can play in child upbringing in many African communities. It will assist participants to assess and examine some religious practices and their impact on parenting styles and child safeguarding. Participants will work to identify strategies to promote better safeguarding of African children and to intervene positively in families where there are child protection concerns due to the influence of religion. This course will also assist in identifying key strategies to better engage faith leaders in order to safeguard vulnerable children.

 

By the end of the course participants would have: 

 

Examined the notion of religion and the role it plays in child rearing and parenting among many African communities 

Discussed the link between culture and religion and the impact on child safeguarding in the UK 

Explored strategies to enable better intervention in families where there are child protection concerns based on belief and religious practices 

Explored the role that faith organizations can play in helping to safeguard children from abuse. 

Discussed how to harness the skills of faith organizations to enable effective intervention in families where there are child protection concerns based on beliefs and religion. 

 

 

Debbie Ariyo (Course Facilitator) is Founder and Executive Director of AFRUCA.  Debbie has vast experience advising agencies across the UK on child safeguarding issues. She has worked with many agencies and has designed and facilitated many training courses for local authorities and other children’s charities and their staff on a variety of issues confronting African children and families. She is a highly rated, experienced trainer with specialist knowledge of issues in working with African children and their families in the UK.

 

 

 Feedback from AFRUCA training participants

 

‘The course was very interesting and is a must to gain insight into African culture, which is a huge help when working with families'

Verna Plummer – Advisory teacher, Black Achievement

 

‘The topics discussed and presented were so interesting – I would have had questions lined up for another 2 days, longer…’

Dr Birgit Westphal – Child Psychiatrist 

 

 

‘The training was very informative & thought-provoking. I enjoyed the energy of the trainers’

LB Southwark staff

 

 

To book your place at the training, please visit the AFRUCA web site  for the training brochure at http://www.afruca.org/documents/afruca-training-brochure2010-2011.pdf
News items from the Runnymede Trust

-----------------------------------------------
Young, Muslim, Citizen - Identity, Empowerment and Change is a resource pack for parents, teachers and youth leaders who work professionally with young people of Muslim background. It complements both mosque-based education and citizenship education programmes in mainstream schools. The resource pack is available for download free of charge, from the project's website: http://www.youngmuslimcitizens.org.uk/ . The pack and the website feature 18 activities organized between four key

areas: 
Identity and Belonging; 
Stories, Incidents and Experiences;
Rights and Responsibilities;

News, Views and Commentary. 
For more information on the project, please contact the UKREN Secretariat - UKREN@runnymedetrust.org  
The Multiple Heritage Project is an organisation dedicated to seeing mixed rate people at the heart of mixed race discussions.  They have interesting events and resources, and a really positive message. Their web site is at http://www.mix-d.org As they do trainings periodically so may be good to check it out from time to time. 
Another interesting site is that of Intermix which is a web site for the benefit of mixed race families and anyone who feels they have a multiracial identity. It can be found at http://www.intermix.org.uk/homepages/homepage_default.asp 

Sharron Hall of Intermix(.org.uk) is starting a mixed race awareness month for May, running special features on this website  For further information, you can contact Sharron directly at sharron@intermix.org.uk.
Young, Muslim Citizen  Identity, Empowerment and Change. This is a free online resource pack for parents, teachers and youth workers who interact professionally with young people of Muslim background. The website is designed to complement both mosque-based education and citizenship education programmes in mainstream schools. It can be found at http://youngmuslimcitizens.org.uk/  

Tying the Camel http://youngmuslimcitizens.org.uk/introduction.html provides a storied introduction to the resource which consists of 18 activities http://youngmuslimcitizens.org.uk/activities.html . The activities are organised across the four key areas of: ‘Identity and Belonging’, ‘Stories, Incidents and Experiences’, ‘Rights and Responsibilities’, and ‘News, Views and Commentary’.

The activities are designed to really get young people learning using a range of interactive formats, old and new. In Activity 17 http://youngmuslimcitizens.org.uk/activities/news-views-and-commentary.html for example, young people visit a number of British Muslim blogs and websites and say what they like and dislike about them. They then create scrapbooks with extracts and perhaps posters and wall charts as well. Further, they write and submit comments. They may also create a blog on which they post their own reflections about current happenings.
The website is user-friendly and well organised. An introduction to each activity gives a summary of the activity, a list of the benefits to be gained by young people, information on how to prepare, plus instructions. Some of the activities also have suggestions for continuation and follow-up exercises. Free handouts to accompany the activities can be downloaded, copied and distributed. A nice feature of the site is that extensive teaching experience is not assumed and the Planning Sessions http://youngmuslimcitizens.org.uk/planning-sessions.html navigation tab gives a wide range of information on different teaching and learning techniques that can be applied alongside or independently of the activities on the website.
The site is principally intended for young people from 13 to 18 years old, though some of the activities can be adapted to be used with younger and older people too. A strong feature of the site is that the activities do not have to be used in sequence, which means that they are great to dip into to create a course, module or even a one-off session.
From the glossary to lists of further reading and relevant websites the appendices in Young, Muslim and Citizen make the site a really useful reference point for learning more about the British Muslim identity and the relationships between Muslims and non-Muslims.

Background
The Secretariat of the UK Race and Europe Network has been working on this project since 2006. UKREN has increasingly been concerned with individuals and communities affected by discrimination not only on grounds of ethnicity and race but also on grounds of religion or belief. This project came out of a desire to engage with individuals and communities in ways that ensure their involvement in mainstream active citizenship. 

Preparations for the pack began with a roundtable discussion with people working with young Muslims from across Europe and roundtable meetings with practitioners such as teachers and youth leaders from across Britain.  Discussing themes for the content of the resource pack, their input was valuable in developing a set of activities that would address the themes of Muslim identity and citizenship in interesting and innovative ways. 
After the draft pack was produced, it was introduced to a number of practitioners in cities across England and Wales who were then asked to pilot the pack. Anira Khokhar from Bristol Muslim Cultural Society remarked, “The pack has proved to be very useful with young people. They have been able to actively take parts in the various workshops, and have been able to freely express themselves and take part in debates. The toolkit is a well researched and well developed way of involving young people in participating in open dialogue.”
World Language Books
---------------------------

The special discount code for EMA Online for for April, May and June 2010 is: promowlb41065 Details of the catalogue for World Language Books may be found at http://www.worldlanguagebooks.com/

Special thanks are due this month to our contributors: Nicola Davis (NALDIC), Susan Tripp and Jessica Mai Sims (Runnymeade Trust)
Next EMA Online newsletter

---------------------------------

Please send contributions for the June 2010 newsletter to ema@bgfl.org or use the feedback option on the website.

Doug Masterton
EMA Online web site manager  
