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Anxious times
-----------------

The recently established UK coalition government between the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats has begun to take decisions aimed at reducing the budget deficit. For many in the public sector this will be the start of a period of anxiety as the already-announced reduction in expenditure is widely heralded to be just the beginning of an era of restraint. While statements have been made that the schools budget will be protected, that has not prevented some early decisions that will impact on the work of schools. 

The closure of BECTa (British Education Communication and Technology Agency) has been announced. On their web site Graham Badman, Chairman and Stephen Crowne, Chief Executive of Becta have responded:  

“Naturally we are very disappointed at the Government’s decision. Becta is a very effective organisation with an international reputation, delivering valuable services to schools, colleges and children. Our procurement arrangements save the schools and colleges many times more than Becta costs to run. Our Home Access programme will give laptops and broadband to over 200,000 of the poorest children.”
Part of BECTa’s remit has included the use of ICT by pupils with many different learning needs including those using English as an additional language and EMA on line has provided links to some resources from that organization.

Also significant is the government announcement to close the Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency. The QCDA web site only has an announcement that says that their task is now to promote the well being of their staff and to get on with the work in hand.
More broadly, it is already clear that local authority expenditure will be placed under extreme scrutiny and cut and the risk is that staffing and infrastructure not considered absolutely central to service delivery will be at risk. It is likely that school rebuilding, still badly needed in many cases, will be curtailed and funding for central services could well be threatened.

Apart from the funding stringency, the government has also announced a drive to substantially extend the spread of academies, schools that will operate via centrally provided funding and work independently of the local authorities. This move is not seen as a money saver; rather it is promoted as a philosophical change to encourage improved provision. It is very likely however to further restrict the ability of local authorities to offer services to support the education of pupils with needs such as those who use English as an Additional Language.
EMA Online is not taking a political stance on these changes but does seek to inform its audience of the potential impact of such changes that they may encounter. We may emerge from the tradition of government agencies and local authorities driving change through grants, initiatives and legislation to enter an era where much more will depend in future on the ability of individuals and small teams working in schools to be informed of key issues and be aware of any solutions. That may come in part through much more self-driven networking and investigation. Web linked communities, such as EMA Online could become vital in sustaining teachers who will be working even more in the professional isolation of their own schools. But EMA itself may not be immune from the future funding pressures! Subject associations and organisation such as NALDIC (National Association for Language Development in the Curriculum) may have a much needed role in the years to come.
If you would like to share your views on the impact of these policy changes, please send us an email to ema@bgfl.org 
EAL pupil numbers continue to grow
------------------------------------------- 

The publication of the January 2010 School Census information provides further evidence of the trend towards globalisation or super-diversity within our schools. The provisional 2010 statistics indicate that there are now a little over 900,000 learners of EAL in our primary, secondary and special schools and the figures reveal a sharp rise in secondary aged EAL learners. These learners now comprise 11.6 percent of secondary school pupils compared to 11.1 a year ago. Primary aged EAL learners comprise 16 percent of the overall primary school population. Ethnicity figures from the census illustrate that 'Any Other White Background' is the second largest category of pupils numbering 243,590 compared to 231,380 Pakistani heritage pupils and 163,770 Indian heritage pupils.

Information on the growth of EAL numbers over time can be found at http://www.naldic.org.uk/docs/resources/documents/EALpupils1997-2010.xls. 
The provisional School Census information nationally and by local authority can be found http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000925/SFR09_2010_LAtables.xls
New book from NALDIC
---------------------------
Readers of EMA Online may be interested in a new NALDIC book English as an Additional Language Approaches to teaching linguistic minority students. Edited by Constant Leung and Angela Creese, this book provides and invaluable and accessible resource for working with EAL learners. 

This book represents the outcome of long-term national and international collaboration. The different contributions embody many important principles. As such this book speaks powerfully to all who aspire to create learning opportunities for students in multilingual classrooms - Viv Edwards, Director, National Centre for Language and Literacy, University of Reading

Available to NALDIC members at the great discounted price of 12.00+p&p GB pounds (RRP 18.99 GB pounds) the book is available from NALDIC at http://www.naldic.org.uk/docs/publications/order.cfm .Read more about the book here http://www.uk.sagepub.com/booksProdDesc.nav?prodId=Book233045&
Special offer from Positive Images
------------------------------------------
Visit http://www.multicultural-art.co.uk/black.html  and take advantage of an early bird offer.

Order any two posters from the Black History Gallery and get the third half price.

Offer available from 1st June to 30th July 2010 

Please use the following code when ordering: BHM06072010C 
Tel/fax: 020 8691 4563 Email: positiveimages@aol.com
Finding those books
-----------------------

Last month we received a request for help from Shabana in Leeds who had been unable to find certain book titles that had been mentioned in a New Arrivals Programme. Clive, an EMA Online subscriber with experience in working at the British Library came to her aid by searching the Integrated Catalogue which has enabled some of the elusive books now to be ordered.

This integrated catalogue is available on line free of charge at http://catalogue.bl.uk/F/YV948JFNU9ICS3BH3GF47296R85C7HXMQ9VTC21RRUAL2SB9LK-02804?func=file&file_name=find-b&local_base=blac or you can go to the British Library home page at http://catalogue.bl.uk/F/?func=file&file_name=login-bl-list for a link to the search page. Since this catalogue includes over 13 million items it is likely that it is a good place as any to hope for success in locating the details of a lost book. It is also perhaps worth pausing to think about the progress that technology has made when it has now become possible to flick through the equivalent of over 13 million index cards (the library index methods we used to use) from any on line computer anywhere in the world and get the result in a few seconds.

Next EMA Online newsletter

---------------------------------

Please send contributions for the July 2010 newsletter to ema@bgfl.org or use the feedback option on the website. We are grateful to NALDIC for contributing to this newsletter.
Doug Masterton
EMA Online web site manager  
