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 Primary Colours MD awarded MBE
Marcia Hutchinson has been awarded an MBE for services to cultural diversity in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List. Marcia, an Oxbridge educated lawyer left a city law firm to set up Primary Colours in 1997 when her three year old daughter announced that she wanted to have, “white skin not ‘brown’ skin”.
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“It really made me think” says Marcia, of Fixby Huddersfield, “that if she saw black skin as a ‘negative’ at such an early age, something had to be done to promote positive images of black children. I couldn’t find really good books so I decided to create my own.” 
The company started creating bright colourful teaching packs then broadened into Theatre in Education taking the ‘play-of-the-book’ into Primary schools all over the country and finally in to INSET, (teacher training). Today it is one of the leading cultural diversity companies in the country.  Over 150,000 children have seen Primary Colours shows. It’s teaching packs are used in over 1,000 schools and over two thousand teachers have attended it’s unique fun-based courses. “It’s the combination of services that we offer that really makes an impact ,” says fellow Director, and assistant headteacher at Spring Grove Primary School Huddersfield, Shazia Azhar.
Cluny McPherson Regional Director of the Arts Council Yorkshire says “This is a brilliant and well deserved accolade for Marcia who has created a leading publishing company in Primary Colours, providing high quality, culturally inclusive resources for teachers and pupils of all ages. Arts Council England supports this excellent work that teaches us about ourselves and the world around us. Congratulations to Marcia for the vital role she plays in the arts.” 
-------------------------ends----------------------------------------
For further information contact Marcia Hutchinson 
Tel 01484 421620 
Mob 07798 808204 
Email marcia@primarycolours.net
Skype marcia.hutchinson
Twitter @marciahut
 

Editor’s notes
Marcia Hutchinson is the managing director of Primary Colours. Established in 1997 Primary Colours is a learning development company specialising in cultural diversity. Today it is one of the leading providers of high quality, culturally inclusive resources, theatre in education and INSET training helping schools to embed cultural diversity within the Curriculum while broadening their teaching and learning.   The company works with individual schools and local authorities all over England. 
www.primarycolours.net
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